“Lights Shine
Bright...
Celebrating
All Colours”

TRURO, N.S.

DECEMBER, 2020

First United News

Inside . . .
Valerie’s Visions
Page 2

The New Normal - COVID Style
Page 2

The Nootka Cypress Tree
Page 3

The Truro Presbyterian Seminary
Rev. Valerie prepares the water for William's baptism.
Mom Jenny, Dad Craig and big sister Alice look on.

Page 3

Images of Recent Moments
at First!
Page 4-5

Peace Cranes
Page 4

Fundraising with COVID
Page 5

Change for Change
Page 6

Christmas Index Program
Page 6

Burt Amiro - 33 Years of Service
Page 7

Sunday School
Page 7

Spiritual Growth Through Film
The new lights installed at the front of the
sanctuary are an exciting addition
to the ambiance.

Page 8

Our Choirs certainly smaller than normal with members taking turns sitting in the loft.
Things look a little different that before COVID and we have the story on page 2.

Minister of Music’s Report As a colleague of mine so succinctly put it –
“making music right now is hard!”. We have been so
fortunate in recent months to be able to meet
together in person, but it is very different, and we
recognize our privilege to have been able to do so at a
time when there are so many who have been unable
to take part in this way.
During the earlier stages of the pandemic, the
church choir and handbell ensemble moved online
and, for the most part, focussed on maintaining
community through Zoom get-togethers.
As time has gone by, this has gradually evolved to
weekly online hymn sings, to virtual choirs, and this
fall we were able to resume in-person music-making,
which has felt very different, looked very different,
and sounded very different (to those involved in the
music-making, at least).
In the midst of all this comes the many
challenges, and yet celebrations, that technology has
afforded us. From the steep learning curve of
producing online church services (which is a
continuous and evolving process), to the preparation
and creation of an online Summer Lunchtime
Concert with John McElhiney, to presenting
physically distanced church choir and handbell
offerings, I have been grateful to have been in a
position to learn new technologies and skills, and
continue to offer music in COVID-times.
These projects have been challenging and very
time- consuming, but we have been able to provide
church services and musical offerings all the way
along. Recognizing that First United News is a print
publication as well as an online publication, I would
like to invite you to revisit a few of the various
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projects of the past several
months, either by clicking on a
link from the online version of
this newspaper, or by typing
these links into your web
browser. Thank you so much
to all those who have been
involved in these projects with
me, and I look forward to
continuing to make music in
whatever form it may take, no
matter how hard it may be.

join us online at
www.firstunitedtruro.ca

Minister of Word, Sacrament
and Pastoral Care
Rev. Valerie Kingsbury
Faith Formation Minister
Rev. Roger Moore

On our Youtube channel (search for First United
Truro, NS) you will find various musical offerings,
including:

Minister of Music
Chris Bowman

Virtual Choir pieces:
Alleluia Incantation and There Has To Be A Song
A Time For Everything:
(https://youtu.be/Rk5rPoPI73s (this is on my
personal YouTube page rather than the church's
page)
Good Friday Cantata "Beyond the Darkness"
Summer Lunchtime Concert of Physically Distanced
Piano Duets.
Various Handbells and Church Choir pieces
To stay connected, I would encourage you to “like”
First United on Facebook and also to subscribe to our
YouTube channel (search for First United Church
Truro on YouTube). Whether we are in person, or
interacting online, we can continue to be a strong
community of faith.
Yours in harmony, Chris Bowman

First United Church
Box 185, Truro, N.S. B2N 5C1
Phone: 902-895-8098
Fax: 902-893-9376
EMAIL
firstunitedtruro@ns.aliantzinc.ca
WEBSITE
www.firstunitedtruro.ca
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Minister Notes
Valerie’s Visions
Valerie Kingsbury
Next Sunday we will
begin again a new year in
the church. We will listen
to the voices of the
ancestors, we will light
candles and pray for hope,
peace, joy and love and we
will do this in the midst
of a global pandemic. While this year may be
more difficult because of our reality at this
time, I believe, that the Christmas message is
one that we need to hear more than ever.
With all that is happening in our
communities and in our world the message of
Christmas speaks to the heart of who we are
as Christians and what we are called to do. It
addresses the way that we treat one another
and the world in which we live. It calls us to
fashion our lives in a particular way and
work for a society that is built on respect,
dignity, compassion, love and peace. The story
is one of hope.
That the light that comes to us in Jesus will
indeed pierce the darkness and guide us on
the journey
That someday we will live in a world that is
ruled by love instead of hate
That we will reach a point where we are no
longer paralyzed by fear but freed to free
others The story is one of challenge
Can we leave our places of comfort and move
into the unknown and embrace a different
way of life
Can we look at one another and all creation
and learn that we are connected by the same
source of energy that gives us life
Can we come face to face with all the others
on the road and drop the barriers of race,
religion and culture so that we see one
another as brothers and sisters
Can we make room for all who find
themselves in need of a place to rest
Can we bring our gifts and offer them in the
building a better world
May the light of the star guide us on the way
and we know a moment of joy that fills our
hearts.

The congregation is looking a little different than before COVID.

The New Normal - COVID Style
When Queen Elizabeth at the end of 2019
called the year an ANNUS HORRIBLIS she nor
the world including us at First United had any
idea of what 2020 would be like.
We began 2020 like any other year with
Meetings, Worship, Sunday and fellowship, etc.
as had been our usual practice.
Then COVID -19 came to the world.
For our church and for much of the world it
meant a SHUT DOWN of the usual. We could no
longer hold meetings, gather in worship or take
part in our is gatherings. To many after March
15th when we had Worship in the Sanctuary, the
church was being shut down.
BUT then on March 22th we were led in
Worship again. Chris inspired us again as he
presented “My Spirit Sings” from Self Isolation
and time began to look hopeful.
Through the work of our staff and the
kindness and talents of others we were active.
Thanks to Bruce Varner and MattatallVarner Funeral Home who provided assistance
to us, and some other churches, we were able to
have Virtual Worship and for those unable
technically to join, Tracy mailed bulletins that
we might have the Service to follow at home,
complete with Valerie’s inspiring Reflections.
Our Worship Services were shared with
Christians elsewhere including Goose Bay
Northwest River NL and Chapleau ON where
Tracy also emailed bulletins and word was
received that our Worship Services were even
enjoyed in Puerto Rico.
Worship included such special events as
Holy Communion on Pentecost celebrated in
the home and led from the church lawn by the
Rev. Valerie and the Earth Day service from
Victoria Park. A highlight was on Good Friday
when Chris spent many hours and presented a
virtual adaptation of the cantata “Beyond the
Darkness” which he and Valerie had produced a
few years ago.
Some groups found ways to meet... the
Council held virtual meetings, the choir held
practice on the lawn and held virtual practices,
the Craft group and Mental Health group and
others also used the lawn for gatherings,
Virtual Hymn Sings were held, with Chris
hosting the Eagle Sunrise Breakfast group met
on Zoom, the UCW and other groups also had
meetings which is shown by their work, some of

Blessings - Rev. Valerie

www.caseyltd.ca

Manufacturers of:

Register for Church
by calling the Office
before Thursdays.

which is evident later.
Then by September
20th the shutdown was
lifted to the extent that
we could use the
Sanctuary and Hall
again, and “the New Normal” began with a
return to in person worship under physical
distancing conditions, Worship began again in
the Sanctuary while we continued to reach
those who are now part of our worshipping
comm-unity through Virtual Worship, Sunday
School began again in the hall, Roger began the
Bible and Film Studies, the UCW was able to
hold the Yard Sale, another group of workers
held a Fabric Sale and the annual Craft Market
and Bake sale was held, in person meetings
began, Holy Communion was celebrated in the
Sanctuary, a Baptism took place, Thanksgiving
was celebrated and things began to feel like, our
usual although different Church, was coming
back.
The truth of what many of use learned in
Sunday School became real as we experienced
that:
The church is not a building;
the church is not a steeple;
the church is not a resting place;
the church is a people.
I am the church! You are the church!
We are the church together!
All who follow Jesus,
all around the world!
Yes, we’re the church together!
With the hard work of the staff and others,
the years has not been as HORRIBLIS as it
could have been for our church. And in faith we
hope for better years to come.

•
•
•
•

Ready Mix Concrete
Brick and Block
Septic Tanks & other precast products
Retaining Walls and other Landscaping products

Eight locations to serve you
AMHERST, NS ANTIGONISH, NS MILFORD, NS TRENTON, NS

TRURO, NS

(902) 667-3395 (902) 863-7070 (902) 758-2775 (902) 755-5550 (902) 895-1618
CAP-PELÉ, NB

MONCTON, NB

BOUCTOUCHE, NB

(506) 577-1914

(506) 867-0888

(506) 743-6472

Nick MacCallum

902.986.7471
n.maccallum@hotmail.com

CUSTOM WOODWORKING • RENOVATIONS • SNOW REMOVAL
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The Nootka Cypress Tree

Pine Hill Tree Alumni members in a photo published by
the Truro Daily News.

This picture from a 2003 edition of the
Truro Daily News features a dedication
ceremony of a Nootka Cypress tree on the east
side lawn of First United Church by Pine Hill
Alumni Association members. The tree today
stands proudly representing the training of
thousands of ministers in Nova Scotia from
the early 1800s through to the closing of Pine
Hill Divinity Hall in 1971. The alumni shown
in the photo, left to right are: Hugh Farquhar,
Stewart Russell (by tree), Henry Tye,
Geraldine Reid, Bob Crooks, George and wife
Helen MacLean, Gordon MacLean, David
MacNaughton, and Clifford and wife Joyce
Moase.
With the increasing influx in population of
new settlers and their district Presbyterian
churches in the early 1800s, the need for Nova
Scotia trained ministers was paramount. The
first of successive divinity schools was started

by Thomas
McCulloch in his
Pictou Grammar
School, followed for a
short time by a new
Presbyterian
seminary in West
River, Pictou County.
Nootka Cypress plaque
In 1858 the
at the base of the tree.
Presbyterian Church
built a new seminary on Queen Street in
Truro for divinity education, with a final move
to Halifax in the early 1860s to become the
Presbyterian College. In 1878, with the
acquisition of an estate on the Northwest
Arm, Pine Hill College was born, renamed
Pine Hill Divinity Hall after the formation of
the United Church of Canada in 1925. In 1971,
at the same site, it combined with Kings
College (ACC) and the Holy Hart Seminary
(RCC) to form the Atlantic School of Theology
(AST).
James Ross and William McCulloch, former
students of Thomas McCulloch’s Pictou
Divinity School, laid out the program and
curriculum for the seminaries in West River,
Truro, and Halifax. James Ross was chosen
Principal of all three Presbyterian schools and
was awarded a full professorship in Halifax.
William McCulloch, the third minister of First
Presbyterian Church in Truro for 48 years,
also taught in these schools while ministering
at First Presbyterian Church.
A brass plaque on the east side of the First
United sanctuary reads: “To commemorate
our inheritance from the Theological Hall,
Queen St. Truro, 1858-1860. Pine Hill Divinity
Hall Erected this Tablet in April 29 1970.”

The Truro Presbyterian Seminary

The Presbyterian Seminary 1858-1860 on Queen Street.

Now 87 and 89
Queen Street, Truro.
In 1856 the
Presbyterian Church
purchased property
that was part of the
Flemming farm on
Queen Street and
this beautiful
building for the
seminary (shown)
was constructed and
opened in 1858;
however, in the early
1860s, the seminary
was moved to
Halifax to eventually
become simply the
Presbyterian
College.

This vacated
seminary building
in Truro was put to
various uses until
sometime in the
1880s when it was
bought by the
Bentley and

Blanchard families
and converted to a
duplex. Current
owner of 87 Queen
Street, David
McKillop says,
“From researching
the Truro Daily
News, it seems a fire
on a Sunday
morning in July
1907, started on the
Blanchard side (the
hospice end), had
caused so much
structural damage
that what remained
had to be razed. Mr.
Bentley hired a
contractor to tear
down his side and
save as much

material as possible,
storing it in the
barn on the
property. In 1913, he
hired a contractor to
build the current
house, and I believe
that the plans were
prepared by Mr.
Vernon who was a
practicing architect
at that time in
Truro. Doors,
windows, staircase
and many other
materials from those
stored in the barn

The Nootka Cypress tree to the east of the sanctuary.

Brass plaque

were used in the
construction.” The
style of architecture
of the building is a
variation of
American Foursquare, PostVictorian style that
was popular at the
time. Today, the two
houses that replaced

the seminary, set
back with expansive
lawns and trees, are
a genuine part of
Truro’s proud two
centuries of
distinctive heritage
homes, extending
from the 1800s to
early 1900s.

First United Church News wishes
to thank its advertisers and
sponsors for their help in
publishing this paper.

“Experience The Benefits”
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Images of Recent Moments at First!
September 20 saw the return of in person worship Valerie and Chris wore their best jammie attire.

Finding a seat is not as easy as one would think.
Valerie found new inspiration in Victoria Park.

Bible Study took place in the Sanctuary socially
distanced.

Our Handbell Ensmble moved back downstairs to help
with social distancing and making music.

Peace Cranes

Peace Cranes

When we heard of the shooting violence
that took place in your community we were
very saddened and we wanted to reach out to
you. We have folded, blessed, and carefully
packaged 1000 Origami Peace Cranes for you.
Each crease, each fold, each pair of wings gives
flight to our prayers for peace and healing for
all of you and your community.
We suffered a school shooting at our
Chardon High School eight years ago and three
students were killed. We received 1000 Origami
Peace Cranes from a church in Wisconsin and
we found their act of kindness to be healing
and meaningful. We in turn sent them to a
church in Newtown Connecticut when the
shootings occurred at Sandy Hook Elementary
School. The cranes have continued to fly to
other communities where there have been acts
of violence. Sadly, it has come to pass that we

Evelyn helps out with the disinfecting after our Sunday
worship.

meet once a week to fold our own Peace Cranes
now in order that they will be ready when
there is a need.
Origami Peace Cranes have become a
symbol of peace through the story of World
War II survivor, Sadako Sasaki. Her story has
inspired millions of people around the world
and her memory has transformed the Origami
Crane into a syrnbol of peace, hope, and
healing.
United against violence, the Peace Cranes
are a beautiful example of how we are meant
to be in fellowship with you during this time of
heartache and fear caused by gun violence.
Each crane is a prayer for peace, lifted up for
you by our church family that knows the value
of peace. It is our prayer that these Peace
Cranes will touch your lives and bring you
peace and healing.
With our prayers for peace,

Jim McNutt lays the Remembrance Day Wreath during
our morning service.

Rev. Sarn L. Greening, Jr.
On behalf of the Congregation of Pilgrirn Christian
Church

Kylee Coulter, Walker & Lenny collecting for Change for
Change.
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Our Church Choir met outside in early Fall before the cold weather shooed them inside.

Joy, Chris and Laura add their musical talents to the
outdoor service.

Learning new technology to share with the world.

Eagle Sunrise trying out the Zoom App for an online
gathering.

Our Choir tries a new way of singing together - not as
easy as it looks.

Fundraising with COVID

The pantry table at the Craft Market had lots of baked goods.

Judy take names and
number for contact
tracing at one of the
several fundraisers.

Although a little late, the
yard sale was a success.

So much fabric!

Browsing through the many tables of fabric.

The Craft Market drew a variety of people looking for
homemade items.

Beautiful artwork at the market.
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Change for Change
Many thanks to you and the
congregation at First United
Church for the cheque in the
amount of $600.00 for the
scholarship for three female
students to attend high school at
the New Hope Foundation School
in Rabinal. My apologies for not
touching base sooner.
Kathryn Anderson, Wilf Bean,
Paul Martin and myself had a
very productive and successful
trip to Guatemala in February,
making preparations for our
student and community member
group trip in August. However,
because of the pandemic, our
fundraising commitments and
plans have had to be postponed for
now. Hopefully we will be able to
fundraise and continue with our
group preparations for this trip in
the coming months. Airlines have
assured us that our down
payments for flights will be secure
for the next two years.
A bit about our trip this past
February!
We arrived in Guatemala City
on February 20 and booked a
hostel for our group, making a
down payment and also booked a
visit to the Museum of Memories’
honouring those who were
victims of the massacres located
in the city. We then travelled to
Rabinal where we had several
meetings with Jesus Tecu Osario
the founder of the school; Sandra

Lopez the director of The New
Hope Foundation; Olga the new
principal of the school; Oswaldo-a
teacher and students who had
travelled to Tatamagouche and
who also visited First United
Church while here. Our purpose
was to evaluate their trip to
Tatamagouche; discuss
arrangements for the group visit
in August and to offer our
scholarship money for the 6
female students (3 that your
congregation is supporting and 3
that the Guat-Tatamagouche
Schools Project is supporting) to
attend the New Hope Foundation
(Fundacion Nuevo Esperanzo Rio
Negro).
While in Rabinal we visited the
school, having the opportunity to
be there on the day they were
having a commemorative service,
called the Day of Dignity of
Victims of Internal Armed
Conflict’-honouring the victims of
the massacres in Guatemala and
in Rabinal. We travelled on the
school bus with students to the
school that morning. It was such a
pleasure! They are so respectful
and appreciative, and it is clear
that attending school is seen as a
privilege. They all carried
bouquets of flowers and candles
for the Mayan ceremony they
were having at the school. We also
witnessed several students from
each of the senior classes giving
presentations about the massacre
history. This was extremely

touching and moving as all of the
students and teachers at the
Fundacion Neuva Esperanzo Rio
Negro, have relatives that were
victims in some regard.
We travelled to Antigua where
we booked a hostel for our group
and also to SAN Lucas Toliman
and had the opportunity to tour a
coffee farm which Breaking The
Silence supports.
Our trip was cut short by a
week, due to the pandemic. It was
unsettling to be so far from home
during a very uncertain time so
we all agreed that we should
return home.
We are uncertain the future of
our travels to Rabinal however, we
will continue to fundraise and
plan for our trip this coming
August when safe to do so. Again,
thank you to the congregation of
First United Church for their
Change for Change program and
the support that you have given
these very appreciative students
in Rabinal!! It is a pleasure to see
first hand the difference we are
making in these young girls lives.
If folks from the congregation are
interested, they can visit the
school webpage searching
Fundacion Nueva Esperanzo Rio
Negro.
I’ll continue to keep you posted
on our plans. Stay well!
Sincerely;
Anne MacDonald Martin and the
Guatemala-Tatamagouche Schools Project.

Christmas Index Program
Each year First
United participates in
the Christmas Index
program. This year we
will endeavor to bring
gifts and food for the
Christmas season to
twenty families in our
area. We have helped
15 families in previous
year, but realizing how
many more families
are struggling this
year due to Covid, we
will attempt to dig a
little deeper to be
responsive to this need.

This is how it
works. We get a list of
families from the
Christmas Index
program, and then
they are each phoned
and we get an idea of a
gift that each child
needs and an item that
they would like to
have. These are
written on tags that
people in our
congregation pick up,
shop for, and return to
the church to be
packed in boxes for
each family. There are
also tags posted for
food for Christmas
dinner and a few extra
days. Again, these are
picked up, shopped for,
and dropped off to the
church. All of these
have traditionally been
brought in on White
Gift Sunday, but can be
brought in any time.
In Christmas week,
our grocery order of
perishables is
purchased and boxes

of food are prepared
for each family. The
boxes of food and gifts
are then delivered to
each family that
morning.
Our congregation
has been so generous
supporting this
program in the past
and we are very
grateful for this.
However this year we
are striving to do this
program under very
different and difficult
circumstances due to
COVID. If you are not
attending church but
would be willing to
support this program,
a monetary donation
indicating it is for the
Christmas Index
program can be
dropped off at the
church office.
“Christmas, my
child, is love in action.
Every time we love,
every time we give, it’s
Christmas.”
Dale Evans Rogers
Submitted by Diane
Wasson
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Thirty-Three Plus Years of Service
On 28 September 1961 I joined the
Canadian Army as a gunner in the
Artillery. I had previously spent
several years in the Army cadets and
three years in the 14th Field Battery
militia in Yarmouth.
I was sent to Shilo Manitoba for
basic training. In those days a lot of
time was spent on training for civil
defence as there was a threat of atomic
war. Also there was training on parade
drill, weapons and rifle range. We also
spent six weeks on our chosen field
which was gun drill and maintenance
on the 105 mm Howitzer.
After basic training, I went to
2RCHA in Winnipeg as my first
posting in 1962. There we were mainly
preparing for deployment to Germany
to fulfill our commitment with the
British Army on the Rhine in NATO. I
took radio operating training and
became a radio operator in the
Command Post. I also played with the
2RCHA Drum and Trumpet band, as
each unit was expected to have a band
in Germany.
I got married to Alice in 1963. I took
her to Winnipeg and we went to
Germany in 1964 for three years.
During that time we had two children.
I spent a lot of time training in the
field. Our band played in several
Sunset and Retreat ceremonies with
the Black Watch Regimental Band,
Black Watch Pipes and Drums as well
as Drum and Trumpet bands from the
PPCLI, RCR and Lord Strathcona
Horse armoured corps. We played at
Bottrop for their horse show and we
went to Bergen Op Zoom in the

Netherlands for a Liberation Day
Parade.
We came back to Canada in 1967. I
was posted to Gagetown. While there I
took a course as a Artillery
Technician. This is the people who
take the grid reference of the targets
and with the knowledge of the location
of the guns, calculate the angle and
elevation for the guns to fire on the
target. The guns seldom see the
targets. I spent six weeks at the Expo
in Montreal as we had four guns there
to fire salutes for each country as they
celebrated their special day.
In 1969 I was posted to Valcartier 15
miles north of Quebec City with
5RALC. Our third child was born
there. The Canadian Forces were
building up the Francophone units. I
did not speak French and don’t know
why I was sent there. While there we
were involved in the FLQ problems.
Several weekends were spent on base
in case there were problems. One night
in October, after just returning from
Bagotteville looking for a downed pilot
we were called into base. We didn’t
find out until later that Pierre Laporte
and Mr. Cross had been kidnapped. We
moved out from the base a couple of
days later to the Citadel in Quebec City
and began guarding buildings and
politician’s houses for the next two
months.
During the FLQ crises, the
Artillery was being downsized by
eliminating one Regiment and we were
given choices of remaining in the
Artillery, taking early retirement or
changing trades. I opted to become a

Sunday School
2020 has become the year where everything we
once knew has been thrown out the window, and has
allowed us the time to slow down, reflect and create
something new. This year has given me the
opportunity to learn and embrace the creative side
that I never even knew that I had. It has been a year
of unexpected challenges, sadness, but there has been
hope, joy and peace. 2020 has taught us all that we
need one another; showing kindness through a
helping hand, a kind word that can go a long,
remembering that the love of community is a
beautiful thing. Over the last few months, I have
been reminded and reflect upon the words of Psalm
46:8-10 (The Message).
Attention, all! See the marvels of God!
He plants flowers and trees all over the earth,
Bans war from pole to pole, breaks all the
weapons across his knee.
“Step out of the traffic!
Take a long, loving look at me, your High God,
above politics, above everything.”
Quarantine allowed all of us the opportunity to
step out of the traffic, the everyday norm and
embrace something new. It was a chance for a

Burt Amiro

radio technician. I spent some time in
Kingston Ontario learning my new
trade. I was posted to the workshop in
Valcartier until my posting to Debert
in 1975.
In Debert I worked at the
transmitter site in Great Village and at
the base in Debert underground that
we called the “Hole”. The equipment
that we worked on was the Emergency
Government Circuits as well as
communications radios and
transmitters for Forces
communications within Canada. There
was a main frame computer being
installed there, so I was sent for
training for repairing the computer
and other equipment.
In 1983 I was sent to the Golan
Heights working with the United
Nations Disengagement Force keeping
the peace between Isreal and Syria. My

different perspective, time to try new things, be
creative and appreciate all the little things we take
for granted from day to day.
2020 has not been easy. It has been hard. We have
had to social distance from the people we love. We
had to stay home and not participate in the activities
we enjoy and energize our inner beings. I have found
it extremely hard to be away from my church family,
the children and youth that I have the privilege to
walk alongside. Zoom meetings with the youth,
Vacation Bible School in a box, virtual talent shows,

e
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job there was to maintain radio
equipment for the units there.
In 1984 I was posted to Kingston,
Ontario. I was to maintain the training
computers there. After a year or so I
was sent to Standards. There I
maintained the training manuals and
tests for the computer courses. I also
had to have the material prepared for
the printing of manuals for the
courses.
In 1988 I was posted to Halifax at
Willow Park as the supervisor at the
radio shop. We maintained all radio
equipment for the Military in the area
as well as the Militia units. We also
maintained and calibrated the
equipment used for radiation
detection.
In 1992 came my final posting to
Ottawa. The Canadian Forces were in a
state of finding ways to save money. I
was working as the LCMM (Life Cycle
Material Manager) for HF and LF
radios. Our department decided that
for us to save money, we could scrap
the Emergency Government Circuits
as they had never been used and were
costing money to maintain them. Later
I had to oversee the return/disposal of
radios from Lahr Germany as the base
was closing. My last job was to close
the bunker in Debert and move the
equipment that was still in use to
Great Village.
With the downsizing of the
Canadian Forces, I was given an
opportunity for early retirement. I
took the offer and Alice and I decided
to move to Truro as we had spent nine
years here previously and still had
friends in the area. On 31 July 1995 my
retirement began.

Lego Bible story videos, YouTube, Facebook posts.
Just a few things that have become the 2020 norm for
ministry. We are adapting to our new norms, some
easier than others. What amazes me most is our
young children and youth. They can so easily adjust
to the new reality we all face. I call in a true blessing
to be back, but we take it one day at a time, adapting
to ministry in 2020. A lot has changed this year, but
one thing remains, God’s love never stops, never
gives up and never runs out.
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Spiritual Growth Through Film
For the Winter 2021

The Film Group of First United
presents its selections of award
winning films for 2021
Join us on Tuesdays in the
Church Parlour to enjoy these

December
Ruth Crowdis
Bob Jordan
Elva Simpson
Shirley McNutt
Barbara Dill
Abbie Ingraham

January

Rev. Roger Moore

Mandela, Long Walk to Freedom - 141 minutes
The film chronicles his early life, education,
marriage to Winnie Mandela and 27 year
prison sentence before becoming South
Africa’s first democratically elected president
and working to rebuild the country’s once
segregated society .

Tuesday, March 9th

Tuesday, January 26th

Mary Layton
Edna Blaikie

February
Ivy Crowe
John Cook
Joan Bent
Bev Young
Charlotte MacQuarrie
Irene MacNevin

Starting on Tuesday, January
19th at 10am...

Tuesday, January 19th

Robert Hall
Bette Cussons
Nancy MacNaughton
Don Murray
Louise Fleming
Peggy Appleby

Martha MacLaughlin
Alice MacHattie

films on the big screen, at no cost
and a short discussion to follow
about the meaning behind the film

Robin MacLennan
Sylvia Roy
Shirley Saxon
Jean Parks
Beth Goodwin
Pat Swail

Sympathy
and
Prayers
The sympathy and prayers of the
congregation are extended to family and
friends of:
Shirley Moore, Arlene Langford,
Maxine Wells, Catherine Dale,
Margibel Jones, Eric Bent, Sylvia McNutt,
Carman Burns, Tom MacNaughton,
Margaret MacKenzie, Marie Hubbard,
Hudson Sears, David MacNaughton,
Delbert Turner, Charles Poole and
Margaret Pirie.

May the peace and comfort of God
sustain them and all who mourn.

Chaplin - The Little Tramp - 135 minutes
Robert Downy Jr. Captures the essence of
comic genius Charlie Chaplin in a compelling,
nuanced performance that earned him Oscar
and Golden Globe nominations for Best Actor.
Director Richard Attenborough’s well-crafted
portrait traces Chaplin’s impoverished London
upbringing, extraordinary success as an actor
and director, his troubled marriages, scandalous
affairs, shocking exile to Switzerland and his
triumphant return to Hollywood.

Tuesday, February 9th

City Lights - 85 minutes
City Lights, the most cherished film by
Charlie Chaplin, is also his ultimate Little
Tramp chronicle. The writer-director-star
achieved new levels of grace, in both physical
comedy and dramatic poignancy, with his
silent tale of a lovable vagrant falling for a
young blind woman who sells flowers on the
street (a magical Virginia Cherrill) and
mistakes him for a millionaire.
Tuesday, February 16th

Citizen Jane, Battle for the City - 93 minutes
Citizen Jane is a timely tale of what can
happen when engaged citizens fight the power
for the sake of a better world. Arguably no one
did more to shape our understanding of the
modern American city than Jane Jacobs, the
visionary activist and writer who fought to
preserve urban communities in the face of
destructive development projects.
Tuesday, March 16th

The Bookshop - 115 minutes
In England, 1959, Free-spirited widow
Florence Green follows her lifelong dream by
opening a bookshop in a conservative coastal
town. While bringing about a cultural
awakening through works by Ray Bradbury
and Vladmir Nabokov, she earns the polite but
ruthless opposition of a local grand dame and
the support of a reclusive, book-loving
widower.
Tuesday, March 23rd

Moby Dick - 115 minutes
Consumed by an insane rage, Captain Ahab
has but one purpose in life - revenge on Moby
Dick, the great white whale who maimed and
disfigured him. The obsessed skipper of a
whaling boat, Ahab uses his command as an
excuse to sail the seven seas in an unrelenting
search of his prey. Battling a mutinous crew,
tropical heat and violent storms, Ahab finally
catches up to his quarry and begins a
confrontation that culminates in an epic
struggle of non-stop fury ... and inevitable doom.

Sunshine Sketches of a Little Town - 90 minutes
Welcome to Mariposa, population 3,011. If
you know Canada at all, you know a dozen
towns just like it. The world of narrator
Stephen Leacock’s memory and imagination
unfolds before our eyes as we’re introduced to
a bustling little town by the lake, with a
holiday steamer that goes nowhere in
particular.
Facilitator: Rev. Roger Moore
rogermoore@eastlink.ca

Tuesday, February 23rd

The Farewell - 100 minutes
In this funny, heartfelt story, Billi’s family
returns to China under the guise of a fake
wedding to stealthily say goodbye to their
beloved matriarch the only person that doesn’t
know she only has a few weeks to live.
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Johnson
Saunders
Inc.

Chartered
Professional
Accountants

18 Willow Street, Suite 204
Truro, NS B2N 4Z4
Phone 902-895-7480
Fax 902-895-7499
Accounting, auditing and business advisory services
Monthly computerized bookkeeping for small business
Business valuation and litigation support
Corporate and personal taxation
Succession and estate planning

